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Editorial?
Lookil thai prevalence of

Ukrainian in this issue! This should

not come as too much of a surprise.

Over the past year and a half, the

content has reflected the new
opportunities for contacts with
Rootland, and STUDENT has made
efforts to treat subjects not usually

associated with ethnic, political or

social interests in Ukrainian, in

order to teach ourselves (let's be
honest, if not modest, about hopes of

reaching readers) a practical

vocabulary necessary for practical

application. This has come partly

because of the influence of arriving

there-boras, and partly because of a

general realization of the impending
crisis of assimilation otherwise
known as "use it or lose it." In the

past, some have seen this as editorial

insensitivity to those who don't read

the language. And, in the recent

words of SUSK president Greg
Blysniuk, "I wish all of SUSK would
Ukrainianize, but it's not going to

happen overnight."

However, we saw this issue as an
opportunity for communicating SUSK
impressions of a historic official trip

to Ukraine back to them. A.H., our
man from Lviv, the author of the

Panel Bonziv article, gave us an
excellent and objective account of a

panel of North American pundits
sounding off about Ukraine, the

reactions they managed not to arouse

in their audience, and much else that

was valuable.

Through newly opened pipelines,

(all those French and German
contracts finally paid off) we got

assorted articles on everything from
Uke music to politics. Nestor
managed to enlist a potential
columnist for STUDENT in Ukraine,
whose first article, '

,

appears in this issue. This will

continue.

The final, and perhaps surprising

fact is that the vast majority of the

material we received was in
Ukrainian. So, enough diplomacy.
Read on.

STUDENT is published bi-monthly by Smdcnt
Newspaper Publishing. Subscription rate is S6.00
for 10 issuet.

STUDENT is an open forum for fact and opinion,

reflecting the interests of Ukrainian Canadian
students on various topics - social, cultural,
political and religious.

The opinions an thoughts expressed in individual

signed articles are the responsibility of their
authors, and not necessarily those of the STUDENT
staff. STUDENT'S role is lo serve as a medium
through which discussion can be conducted on given

issues from any point of view. Letters to the editor

arc welcome We reserve the right to edit material

for publication.

STUDENT enjoys Special Subscriber Status with
the Canadian University Press (CUP). Now ain't

that special!
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The Ukrainian Canadian
Students' Union (SUSK)
should issue publically a

statement of condemnation to

the Chinese government for

their terrorist acts against

Chinese students and
workers, who are risking

their lives for democracy.

We need to show our full

support, be it by writing

letters to leaders of the

Chinese Canadian community
or taking part in their

demonstrations.

SUSK especially should

show their solidarity with
Chinese students. As
Canadians of Ukrainian
descent, we should have no
problems whatsoever
understanding the plight of

MM

,
from certain members of the.

the Chinese in Tiananmen
I would like to take this Square,

opportunity to commend the

Ukrainian Canadian Students' Nadia Osadca
Union (SUSK) for taking a Toronto, Ontario
much needed giant step

forward by travelling to

Ukraine and establishing ^^hi
direct contact with students

!

there.

There will no doubt be flack

'.
s

.

Ukrainian Canadian
community since SUSK's
invitation to visit Ukraine
came from the KOMSOMOL.
Unfortunately, this is the

only way of getting your foot

in the door and taking

advantage of glasnost
because, afterall, who know's

, ,

now Ion£ il wi" last ?!

Student exchanges such as

,hi s can only benefit bothw , , ." EaSt and WesL 1 l00k fonvard

, .

t0 hearing the SUSK
delegations' impressions of

Ha glasnost and perestroika
. during SUSK Congress in

.
: Kateryna Melnyk

Mississauga, Ontario

August.

Maintain the communication

and good luck!

( . 1)

? ,.
A. Barnett

N. Bielski Soviet Freedom
(London , 1 988)

1902.
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Neslor Gula, STUDENT editor, world traveller and

part-time enigma experienced one of the basest

forms of Russification while travelling in Ukraine on

the SUSK trip. The absence of the hard "g" sound in

contemporary Ukraine had everyone pronouncing his

name "H ula" instead of G ula. In Kharkiv, after

repeated attempts to correct their pronunciation of

his name, Nestor was introduced at the public

meeting as Nyestor Hula, phonetically: Nye'- s tor

Hool-a' (with the accent on the 2nd syllable).

Staff this issue:

Greg Biysniuk

Zirka Kudla Oksana Rodak

Nestor Gula Oksana Smerechuk
Taras Gula Andriy Wynnyckyj

Please address all correspondence to:

STUDENT
620 Spadina Ave.

Toronto, Ontario

M5S 2H4

AUGUST 13, 1989 A.D,

Second Class Mail Registration

#7606

Postage paid cash in Toronto

Due to editorial procrastination, (we figured we'd wait until some of
the SUSK delegation returned from Ukraine) and to the absence of
direction by the real and true editor, we have made this entry
somewhat dated. But quaint. We apologize.

This is an abbreviated Rambling Mind
because I am extremely busy organizing our,

SUSK's, trip to Ukraine. I just wanted to add
a few notes about this trip, the future of
STUDENT, and other unconnected thoughts
which I cannot possibly foresee in the first

paragraph.

This is written, as are most articles in

STUDENT, at a very late hour (i.e. threeish in

the morning) after consuming too much
nicotine and caffeine. This condition is due
to several reasons. The first, and main reason
is that there is absolutely no communication
between various USC's and STUDENT. This
statement applied to SUSK as well, until I

started seeing more of the president Greg
Biysniuk due to the Ukraine trip. I'd like to

thank all the people who promised,
threatened, to submit articles but did not.

You reaffirm my deep belief in humanity.

Since I am not going to be at the SUSK
Congress this year, (I shall be somewhere in

the Carpathian mountains) the STUDENT
congress is officially moved to the 18th of

August, in Toronto. I do not think that this

will inconvenience anybody, since no one but

me has ever attended one of these since I

have been editor. Also, very few people have
voting rights, according to the STUDENT
constitution, and most of the people who do
are not students anyways. See last line in

previous paragraph.

However, for some sado-masochistic reason,

I shall probably continue to be STUDENT
editor next year. It depends mostly on what
happens in Ukraine, contacts, newspaper -

exchanges etc.

As for the Ukraine trip, well a fact that has

not been widely published is that SUSK was
indeed invited by the Komsomol at the

Kievan State University. Big stuff! This is

undoubtedly deplorable in some segments of

the Ukrainian community, but the only way
SUSK could accomplish much of what it hopes

to accomplish. No unofficial group could

arrange to have SUSK delegates speak to a

gymnasium full of Ukrainian students at an

Ukrainian university. The SUSK delegation

will be meeting with these unofficial groups

as well as various Ukrainian dissidents. And
not to worry, we will sweep all the

communists from under our beds before we
go to sleep.

2 'SO (»:. .. '. ,
2:30 a.m. With members of the Brotherhood of Students in Lviv. Standing (left to right):

Trotsky, Andrij Vynnychuk, Ihor Makhnivets, Greg Biysniuk. Sitting (left to right):

Demjan Malarchuk, Oles Ochrym, Lubomyr Petrenko

.
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SUSK group on acid.

No exchange!
By Greg Blysniuk not as it was originally

intended.

SUSK travelled to Ukraine,
The ultimate goal of SUSK's officially, on an invitation

trip was to establish an from Komsomol at Kiev Stale

official, annual exchange. University (KSU). A tour of
This will not occur. At least this type, which included

scheduled public meetings

with students, could not have

been organized in any other

way. Granted, they got in our

way alot. Nevertheless, it was
interesting, and sometimes
entertaining, to spend time

with these people and to

experience how they think,

and how the Party addresses

See p. 5
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Continued from p. 4 we stood for hours in a rain

certain issues first hand, storm in a forest, barbecuing

This type of information is shashlychky ,
listening to our

important for Ukrainians in we t hosts sing Russian folk

the diaspora, as it will allow songs.
them to better prepare for Despite my frustration, I

future interactions with the was overcome by a sense of

Soviet government. Since pity for our guides. Whether

change in the USSR will it be due to the system or not,

ultimately be controlled by these people had lost all

the Communist Party and its understanding of who they

organizations, it will only be were and of their individual

lo our advantage to identity. Totally Russified,

familiarize ourselves with they proudly proclaimed the

these organizations. need for, and advantages of.

The agreement was that the the language of the Great

Komsomol would make all the Russians and conversely, the

arrangements for us in obsolescence of the Ukrainian

Ukraine - reserve the train language. "How will we
tickets and accommodations, communicate with Georgians

as well as arrange and fully who come to

publicize a public meeting live/work/study/visit in

with students in each city Ukraine if we don't know
that was specified. In Russian?"

reciprocation, we were to This is the profoundly

invite their representatives ridiculous logic we heard

back to Canada, to attend repeatedly in Poltava and in

SUSK National Congress in other cities. It was wrapped

August. around a term the Komsomol
The cities that were lo be "internationalists" tossed

visited were proposed by around repeatedly: druzhba

SUSK, as was the length of I often asked how they would

slay in each city. Apart from define "cultural and
a few logistical changes, linguistic genocide" if

Komsomol agreed to all our "friendship" was the term

proposals, including the they used for justifying the

format of our public meetings, policy of systematically

To this point everything was forcing non-Russians in the

fine. However, soon after we USSR to turn their backs on

arrived the situation their language, culture,

deteriorated as one after history and dignity,

another the agreements that The second and more

we made were not fulfilled, important favourite

Finally, on the second last experience was in Kiev,

day of the trip, we informed Though the Secretary of

Komsomol at KSU that the International Contacts had

exchange would not take two months to prepare for our

place, arrival, he was "unable" to

Our decision was based on organize a meeting with

many reasons. First of all, students during our first stay

and it will come as no (4 days) in Kiev. He

surprise to anyone, we were apologized and promised that

involved in a number of upon our return at the end of

unpleasant situations. I will (he trip, there would be a

recount two of our favourites, meeting.

In Poltava we experienced When we returned, true to

the "manipulation" that the his word, there was a meeting

Soviets are famous for. In with students. Unfortunately

Poltava we failed to see there were only 16 students

anything real - in short, the the capital of Ukraine, in the

visit to that city was a host Komsomol's university, a

disaster. Although we grand total of 16 students

expected to be exposed to this showed up to hear what we

type of behaviour to a certain had to say. Though most

extent during the trip, to appeared to be genuine

actually experience it was students who came on their

something surrealistic. own initiative, we were deeply

Our guides were plump disappointed in the showing.

middle-a*ged women, despite In Kharkiv there were over 80

the fact that we were in attendance; Kirovohrad had

representatives of a student over 40. The 16 in Kiev was

organization and they were by far the smallest group that

supposed to be. They and we encountered,

their comrades escorted us When 1 asked the Secretary

through a carefully planned of International Contacts

schedule of meetings with about the turn out he

bright, young Komsomol apologized, saying that the

cadres and an assortment of students were very busy with

other non-thinking, totally classes and studying for

internationalized youth. We exams. He also claimed that

spent the evening getting posters were posted

soaked by rain in a forest on everywhere announcing The

the outskirts of Poltava. Meeting. This was the

Though we're not made of "official" Komsomol
sugar, we did believe that explanation. We bad seen

there were far more oniy Gne poster that day - it

interesting and drier things was a hastily scrawled note on

lo do in town. I'm serious - a letter-sized piece of paper

hung in a darkened hallway

on the office door of the

Komsomol. It was written in

Russian.

Later, while talking with

some students, they informed

me that when they had called

the Komsomol office earlier

that day, in order to find out

when the meeting would take

place, they were told that

there was NO meeting with

Canadian students planned

for that day. This was the

"unofficial" student
explanation.

Why was that which

happened in Kiev the most

important reason for

cancelling the exchange?
Quite frankly, we expected, or

hoped for, much more from

Komsomol at KSU. I fell this

way not only because they

were the host Komsomol. In

the past few months some
interesting things were going

on at KSU. First of all, the

university's directors had

decided to "Ukrainianize" the

university this fall - an

attempt would be made to

teach all courses in the

Ukrainian language, at least

all courses in which

something like this was

feasible.

More importantly, it

appeared as if the Komsomol

at KSU itself was attempting

to change. I read in their

campus paper that at a

meeting of the university

Komsomol on April 20. 1989,

some rather interesting

resolutions were adopted. For

instance, it was put forth that

the Komsomol should move

towards becoming an

independent community
organization that would act as

a vehicle for the socio-

political activities of those

Soviet youth who wanted to

join, and the corollary, that it

should stop presenting itself

as an organization that caters

to the interests of all Soviet

youth. It was also put forth

that students should be

allowed to leave Komsomol

without the fear of

retribution.

Most importantly the would depend ultimately on
Komsomol at KSU has come out who had enough money, and
in support of Narodnyj Rukh who could get plane tickets.

Ukrajiny za Perebudovu Oddly enough, there would be
(People's Movement For no objective selection proces^.

Restructuring in Ukraine), similar to the one SUSK had
the first Komsomol in Ukraine used.

to do so. This in itself At one point, the Secretary

created quite a stir in the of International Contacts told

establishment. (For fairness, me that it would be nice that

I should add that the if through the exchange Soviet

Komsomol at Kharkiv U. is students could work in

also addressing the issue of Canada. The money they earn

Narodnyj Rukh. However, the would then be used by
leadership there has decided Komsomol to buy western

to leave the decision up to the office technology. I'm not sure

student masses, and is if these are the proper

planning to hold a motives for cultural

referendum. When it is to exchanges,

take place, and how it will be (For a second or two, I

conducted, is unknown at this almost wanted to go through

time.) They have also with the exchange, just to see

proposed the formation of a if the "students" they send

nezalezhnyj dyskusijnyj kljub over would be able to speak

(independent discussion Ukrainian.)

club), and a nezalezhnyj There will not be an official

dyskusijnyj stand exchange with Komsomol of

(independent discussion KSU this year. But, if all goes

stand). Thus, there was according to plan, there will

reason to feel encouraged, and be a group of students from

a basis upon which to hope Ukraine at SUSK National

(hat perhaps the Komsomol at Congress. Despite the efforts

KSU would treat us in a more of the Komsomol, we were still

honest and sincere manner, able to meet many "real"

They didn't. Ukrainian students. In that

These developments appear respect the trip was

to indicate that Komsomol is tremendously successful. Six

changing, but that the of these students, two from

Komsomol, or whoever each of Lviv, Kiev and

controls it, is not yet ready Kharkiv, have been invited to

for closer ties with the West. Canada. At this point, the

There were other reasons uncertainty lies in whether or

for our decision. For not they will have enough

instance, it goes without time to arrange for visas and

saying that the question of plane tickets. With a little

exactly who would make up luck, the first ever SUSK-

the delegation that was to Ukraine student exchange

visit Canada was never clearly will be a reality,

answered. During a

conversation with Kiev AAAAAAAAAAAAAA.
Komsomol I was told that this
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Downtown Lviv. 24 hour meeting place.

.
Papa Nestor holds forth; members of Tovarystvo Lev listen.

.
Entrance to the museum of Ivan Honchar.

575 QUEEN STREET WEST
TORONTO, ONT , CANADA

MSV 26

PhonC. (4l6i 366. 706 1

UKRAINIAN BOOK STORE & GIFT

M. STECKO

TRAVEL WITH THE PROS...

BLOORTRAVELAGENCY
LIMITED

Ihor Kuryliw and Markian Kohut

1190 BLOOR SI W., TORONTO, ONTARIO M6H 1N2

TELEPHONES: 535-2135 - 535-2136

2282 Bloor St. West

Toronto, Ont Canada

M6S 1N9

Tel: (416)762-8751

Gifts

Ukrainian Handicrafts

Art, Books, Ceramics

Records, Typewriters

Jewelry, Newspapers

Embroidery Supplies
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FOR COURTEOUS FRIENDLY SERVICE

COMMUNITY TRUST

2271 BLOOR STREET WEST, TORONTO, ONTARIO, M6S 1P1

UKRAINIAN (TORONTO) \
CREDIT UNION LIMITED

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINES AT ALL FOUR LOCATIONS

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

-FREE, INTEREST EARNING CHEQUING ACCOUNTS

-DAILY INTEREST AND REGULAR SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

-TERM DEPOSITS AT ATTRACTIVE RATES

-CDN. AND U.S. TRAVELLERS' CHEQUES, MONEY ORDERS

INQUIRE ABOUT OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF SERVICES

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

295 COLLEGE STREET
TORONTO, ONTARIO
9 22-1402

2397 BLOOR STREET WEST
TORONTO, ONTARIO
7 6 2-6961

225 THE EAST MALL
ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO
233-1254

3635 CAWTTIRA ROAD
MISSISSAUCA, ONTARIO
272-0468
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Credit Union!
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Chequing accounts, savings accounts,

RBSP's. loans, mortgages, money orders, travellers'
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your financial needs.

SO -USE
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Send off at Kharkiv station. Stnimmin" Maria Burmaka, Vita Dubrova and Andrij

Cheremskyj.

()
The female drummers of Kharkiv.
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YAH000!!
UNIQUE EXCURSION

UKRAINE

( coincide with Pop-Music Festival in

Chernivtsi)

12 days ($1,879)

14 days ($1,989)

15-27 September
17 September -

1 October.

Itinerary: KievPrice includes: Airfare.

L'viv - Chernivtsi.

Hotels (double occupancy). Transportation

between above mentioned cities in Ukraine.

Breakfast. Admission to Festival.

At least six evenings in Chernivtsi from 19 -

24 September, to coincide with the first

Ukrainian language pop music festival ever

held in Ukraine. Groups from North America
which have agreed to perform there, to date,

are: Solovei (Toronto), The Darka and Slavko

Ensemble (New, York).

For further information contact:

KOBZA INTERNATIONAL
3243 Lakeshore Blvd. W.
TORONTO, Ontario

Canada M8V 1M3
Bus: (416) 253-9314

Fax: (416) 253-9515

$200.00 required for reservation. Prices

quoted in Canadian funds.

The Choice is Yours
You have a whole lot of choices available to

you now. The credit union can help you

make the right ones for your financial future.

As a member-owner, you can help

determine the credit union's future too.

Choose the financial institution suited to

your needs. Come in and talk to us.

BUDUCHNIST
(TORONTO) CREDIT

UNION LTD

140 Bathurst Street, Toronto, 363-1326

2253 Bloor Street West, Toronto, 763-6883

4196 Dixie Road. Mississauga, 238-1273

221 Milner Avenue, Scarborough, 299-7291
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Sex Pistols - 77 .-
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King Crimson .
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