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W. Motyka

62 Eldridge Road

Bankstown 2200

Australia

31-8-1973

Dear M. S„

1 received your letter dated 21.7.73 and the last issue of

"Student", along with a bill for one year's subscription to

the said publication. You will find enclosed a bank cheque

for the appropriate amount.

May 1 also add that it was a pleasant surprise to receive

some word from Ukrainian students In Canada. I hope this

can be taken as an indication that Ukrainian students (in

Canada at least) have come to recognize the benefit to be

derived from establishing and maintaining communication

with Ukrainian students who are isolated from the main-

stream, of Ukrainian student thinking and activities.

This isolation is particularly relevant to Australia where

there exists a singular lack (which cannot be over-

emphasized) of communication with Ukrainian students in

other parts of the world, particularly with the American

continent.

In order !o start the ball rolling, I have a specific request

which I hope you can fulfill. , and others, have a keen,

interest in the present status and development of Ukrainian

Studies at various noted universities throughout the world.

I have noted that in the July issue of "Student" such a

topic is tabled for discussion at the XlVth SUSK Congress

"and 1973 CESUS Congress.
"

I presume that it will be fully reported on in a future

edition of "Student". In the event that this is not planned

for 1 would appreciate it if you could send me any material

oifcfhe topic. I would also appreciate it if you could send

me any back issues of "Student" which contain such

information. I would gladly remit the cost of such issues.

Hopefully this is only the beginning of the two way
irocess of communication.

Sincerely,

W. Motyka

Un d ed
There is no great-

er negative, destruc-
tive force in the U-
krainlan community I n

Ca n a da than the smug
Ukrainian language ex-
pert. This person on-
ly wants to Impress
everybody with his
grasp of the Ukrain-
ian language. He also
w I she s to underline
how Inferior everyone
Is who can't speak U
kralnlan. Thus, In-
stead of drawing peo-
ple Into the Ukrain-
ian c ommu nl t (with
the possibility of them
learn I ng the Ukraini-
an language), he me-
rely alienates them.
Why don 't these pa-

ir I ots do something
constructive, like
set up e x pe r I me n t al

st u dy groups in the
Ukrainian language for
university students
who can't fit regular
Ukrainian language
courses Into their
schedul es?
Gel off your butts

pat I ot s and do some
work.

Oleh Storkewych

just ads
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

For: Ukrainian Canadian Welfare Services, Incorporated

At.: 2445 Bloor St. W., (Jane and Bloor)

In the following areas:

Information and social services bureau

Drop-in centre (recreational program)

Visitation program

Independent study

When: Anytime 9:00 a.m-9:00 p.m.

For further information please contact:

Marijka Jaworskyj

Luba Tkachenko " 7634982 / 763-664

1

SUSK is looking for a good second-hand electric type-

writer. Phone office: 921-8544.

Students' ball organized by CESUS & SUSK. Saturday, 3rd
November, 1973. At 85 Christie, Toronto. 8:00 p.m.

Take advantage of this column to publish activities, or to

advertise for free. Write directly to "Student", 67 Harbord

St., Toronto.

Letters to "Student" should be typed, double-spaced and
' signed. Contributions may be edited for reasons of space.
'

Mail to "Student", 67 Harbord St., Toronto.

catalogue of

Ukrainian

artists
During the summer of 1973 work was started on the

catalogue of Ukrainian Canadian artists and groups. The
catalogue will include artists in the visual, performing and
literary arts fields. The catalogue is scheduled to be publish-

ed by the end of February, 1974.

The purpose of the catalogue is:

1 . to give information about Canadian artists and groups of

Ukrainian descent.

2. to exhibit their work.

3. to present a written as well as a visual picture of contem-
porary Ukrainian Canadian arts.

4. to serve as a vehicle for further cultural development. -
write-up and photo study of the Ukrainian Canadian
Festival of the Arts — write-up on selected artists and
groups, reproductions of certain works, photos of artists

in concert and samples of prose and poetry. - written

material would appear in three languages: Ukrainian,

French and English.

Proposals for the format of the catalogue are:

1 . Visual Arts Section

- to include biographies and write-ups on selected art-

ists, in three languages

- reproductions and photographs of certain works
2. Performing Arts Section

- to includes write-ups and biographies of artists and
groups, in three languages

- photographs of artists in concert

3. Literary Arts Section

- to include biographies on writers

- samples of poetry

The purpose of the directory is to list all Ukrainian
Canadian artists and groups, artistic organizations and art

galleries.

Each file should contain the following information: pro-

fessional biography, personal statement about your work,
and samples of your work - visual arts, dance and theatre,

three photos, if black and white, or three slides of your
work, or you or your group in concert of performance; -
literary arts field, samples of your writing; - music field,

send two short contrasting selections on tape, approximatly
three minutes long, not older than two years. We plan to

have all research completed by the end of October and ask

those of you who have not sent in the required informa-

tion, to send it as soon as possible.

If you know of any artists or groups not yet contacted,

please send a list of names to the catalogue committee to

the .following address:

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN ARTS CATALOGUE
19! Lippincott Street

Toronto, Ontario

M5S2P3

Our phone number has changed and wc can be reached at

921-6049 or 92 1-3602.



CONFERENCES.
PAGE

CONFERENCES
and more CONFERENCES

Andriy Chornodolsky, CESUS president.

The bland

Weil, it looks as though the reactionaries

made it again. Mainly due to the lack of an
alternative, Chornodolsky and his slate was
voted hi at the CESUS conference. An effort

to knock together an alternative at the last

minute produced a mild flurry of-excitement

and sent Miss Kvitka Semenyshyn rushing

around hissing "Tse svynstvo!" Chornodol-
.
sky might not be too bad, it was hopefully

suggested: After all, lie could "use his con-

nections".

Perhaps one should not knock him, how-
ever. If al! that is expected of CESES presi-

dent is writing hundreds of letters then he

can surely do as well as anyone else. If his

acceptance speech is any indication, Chor-
nodolsky himself seemed more interested in

other things: perhaps a career in Ukrainian

politics, perhaps a slice of establishment's

cake, "those positions" which trie older

generation have held -onto for so long. In-

deed, this sounds more exciting than writing

all those boring letters asking for money
from institutions who do not reply and who
art more interested in their own banquets,

travel expenses and those displays of afflu-

ence at the Four Seasons Sheraton Hotel.

Another painful scene repeated itself at

the Plast congress in Detroit last month.
Most of those diehards, ( H.P.U. members,
looked as though they would not live to the

next congress but, nevertheless, they were

determined to cling on and knock down any
suggestions or innovations from below.

Favourite wlupping-boy, Dr. Darewyc't,

was of course, mercilessly attacked almost

from the first speech. What was more dis-

turbing was the manner in which the old

guard showed their determination not to

have a stone of the establishment touched.

Every tactic from filibusting to shame-

lessly ignoring motions was used. If one adds

to this such "natural hazards" as a bad chair-

man, senile old men making their farewell

speeches and wishing to dedicate their last

years to working for Plast, endless

discussions on minute details of a boy-

scout's etiquette, one has a good picture of

the chaos and frustration which dominated

the whole proceedings.

One delegate finally stood up and ex-

ploded: "One of the rules of Plast conduct is

Honesty-what is happening here is dis-

honest."

As one newcomer to the proceedings re-

marked: "No ashtrays in the conference hall

(Plastuny are not supposed to smoke), ten

dollars entrance for the banquet and no
drinks (Plastuny are not supposed to drink)

-what hypocrisy!" A little more of that

youthful idealism Plast propagates might be

practised in its own house.

At the TUSM conference in Cleveland lasl

month, the right-wing took over. (To the

average American • Ukrainian the "right"

means "those who do not rock the boat"

and the "left" is rapidly becoming synon-

ymous with "capable of thinking critically"

and "hard-working.") Those well-known

Marxists, Bohdan Futala and Oles' Chenin'.

left the organization quietly after three year*

of hard work. Almost the only display of

any dissatisfaction with the establishment at

this conference was the passing of a motion

refusing to send the annual greetings to Mr.

Stetsko this year.

The general feeling alter all this "Well

politics is an old word and an older game,

whether Us Watergate, CESUS or Plast."

Reporting on the conferences in the Uk-

rainian press was, as usual, closer (o Fiction

than to fact. "Hornin Ukrainy" mentioned

the voicing of "socialist opinions" in the

CESUS discussion on national liberation

struggles but ended the article with "com-

mon sense, however, in the end prevailed".

It seems that nothing has changed. The Uk-

rainian press, through ignorance, npatlvy or

by inclination still avoids expressing any

critical opinion or taking any enquiring atti-

tude. It is still interested in mere symbols;

"a Congress look place", "300 people at-

tended", "good sense prevailed", ralher than

admitting that CESUS will probably remain

an ineffectual paper organization for another

three years or that the Plast congress was a

near-thealrical farce on the subject of senil-

ity.

And that's not all- there is stil! the World

CYM congress, CKBY, provincial KYK con-

ferences and more and more and more.

. .-'" -",, -,.
-"".

""( 1965 .)

leading the bland. Miss Semanyshyn and Mr.
|
Chornodolsky on the front row.
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Dear Ms. Komar:

This letter is to inform you that I have decided to resign
from the Ukrainian Human race. [ am so totally fed up with
these children we call Ukrainian men. that there seems no
alternative except to abandon a lost cause.

Although they say that no two people are alike and that
one should not generalize, I find that Ukrainian men carry a
common characteristic, specifically categorized as first class
snobbery. I do not believe that it is an unconscious
element, for these homo sapiens seem to treat women of
another race five times better than those of their own.
Maybe it is because they know that they will never marry
this other girl. That word "matusha" specifies that their
wives will have to be Ukrainians and because the female's
mother will not tolerate inter-racial marriage either, the
men believe that these stupid women are just sitting around
like flies ready to pounce on a "mass of compost". Well,
I'm afraid they're going to be disappointed in the long run!

At any rate I've let out some of my hostilities, and all I

ask of you is to inform me as to how to deal with such
people.

Yours truly

Infuriated.

Dear Infuriated;

First of all I would like to tell you that you are not the
only one who has to deal with the insane chauvinism
exhibited by Ukrainian men, and therefore I believe that
your letter will be of interest to a number of persons in the
reading audience.

What you write about as "snobbery" is more often the
inability of Ukrainian men and women to deal with each
other as people and the confusion on both parts in dealing
with each other by the trappings that men and women in

the Ukrainian community are identified with. The women
after all are the future mothers and the men, as typical of
the general society, treat them as only suited for that
purpose; of course, Ukrainian women do not think, cannot
possibly be exciting to talk to, let alone have a relationship
with, This problem is compounded by those Ukrainian
women who constantly think about catching a husband,
and paint themselves up like peacocks to entice men. They
are encouraged by their families who ultimately see
women's role in society as the mother and homemaker and
by the Ukrainian organizations who push them into
organizing teas and educating the youth. Men obviously in

our community, are the thinkers, the political animal, the
intellectual. The problem should be a concern for both
women and men, who are forced to take on these roles.

The reason that both men and women would prefer
having a relationship with someone outside the community
is because of the ghetto or small town nature of our
community where your business is everyone else's business
and anyone who moves out . of their parents' home is

obviously entering an "immoral" relationship. (They very
well may, and 1 hope that they do.) The minute a Ukrainian
man and woman are seen together more than once, they are
immediately married off and this keeps the rumour-
mongers going steadily.

But surely the men and women in this community- are
strong enough thai this kind of ridiculous morality and role

playing can be dealt with, firstly in the home and secondly,
by publicly denouncing those that try and direct the private
lives of other people by their own morality.

STUDENT

Personally I would suggest that you find a group of
like-minded people, (there are men and women who are
trying to liberate themselves from the community's roles
and morals,) and that together you plan political actions to
help those in our community who are afraid to strike out
on their own. At first 1 would think that women and men
separately form circles to discuss their common problems
and as each group gains confidence in itself, that further

PAGE S
co-operation be planned.

1 suggest that you read the following books to help you
in your struggle: "Our Bodies, Our Selves", "The Second
bex Sisterhood is Powerful", "The Birth Control
Manual published by McGill University.

RIGHT ON INFURIATED, DO SOMETHING ABOUT
YOUR CONDITION!
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The Dancing and Music of Gho

C.B.C. Debate
The continuing debate on the CBC's discrim-

inatory broadcasting policy received Fresh

impetus from several events this summer:

the use of Gaelic was banned on a radio sta-

tion in Cape Breton and a lively reaction to

this event was seen in the press. The ques-

tion of the banning was raised in the Com-
mons on 21 September 1973 and referred to

the Standing Committee on Broadcasting,

Opinion against the CBC has begun to hard-

en and with the approach of the CRTC hear-

ings in October and conferences on multi-

culturalism this autumn, further develop-

ments are expected. Some of the materials

dealing with this discussion are reprinted

below.

Oh, boy I Same old bull !

Listening ro one of the Globe editors.

Message from the President
The issues that presently face SUSK are

many and varied. There is the question of

multilingual broadcasting on the CBC-AM
radio network, the question of the oppres-

sion of Soviet Ukrainian intellectuals, as well

as the relationship between the Ukrainian-

Canadian student and post-secondary educa-

tion. Also there is a need to develop Uk-

rainian cultural programmes, such as the or-

ganizing of a Ukrainian writers conference,

and the development of closer ties between

the various Ukrainian youth organizations.

This list is by no means exhaustive but,

rather, it is a general outline of our work in

the coming year. Presently, the question of

multilingual broadcasting on the CBC is one

of our main concerns. To facilitate an input

of ideas on this matter, a resume of our

position regarding this item follows as such:

The question of multilingual broadcasting

arose from the CBC's cancellation of ethnic

programmes on a recently purchased radio

station. The question has developed beyond
this specific case to encompass the whole of

the CBC radio network.

Basically the conflict centres around the

interpretation of the Broadcasting Act. It is

section 3 of the Act that enunciates Can-

ada's broadcasting policy. Here we find ex-

pressed the ideals to which Parliament felt

the Canadian broadcasting system should be

directed, the most important of which (for

our purposes) is to "contribute to the devel-

opment of national unity and provides for a

continuing expression of Canadian identity

"

In order to implement this policy, the

Act engaged two agencies: the Canadian
Radio and Television Commission, which is

to supervise and regulate all aspects of Cana-
dian broadcasting; and the Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation, a publicly owned cor-

poration bound to pursue the policy of the

Act. but nevertheless falling under the juris-

diction of the CRTC.
Now, our increased concern for national

unity is not unnatural. Canada is a country
where geographic factors militate against

inter-relations on a cross-country basis. Com-
bined with the influence of North American
mass culture, this obstructs cooperation and
mutual understanding among Canadians.

Geographic barriers lead to an inability to

appreciate the differing values of the various

groups that make up our society, and this in

turn manifests itself as a problem of national

unity.

Jusi as a society in general, so too the

continued development of a society's com-
ponent eihno-cultural communities is crip-

pled h\ geographic barriers. Not having one
geographic base, being dispersed inter-

pfoviucially. el InuvenltuTal minorities see

lie barriers as a challenge to their

power
1

of self-determination as communities.

The common denominator of members of

an ethno-cultural community is their cul-

ture. But culture is not something that an

individual retains for himself-it is not a per-

sonality trail-rather, it is something that he

shares with others. Broadcasting for this

reason must be the most important present

priority for ethno-cultural minorities-IT IS

A QUESTION OF SURVIVAL AS COM-
MUNITIES. Through broadcasting ethno-

cultural communities can link one member
to another and thereby strengthen their

inter-provincial community ties. This is just

as important to the over-all society as it is to

each ethno-cultural community involved,

because as each ethno-cultural community
strengthens its inter-provincial ties it also

strengthens Canadian unity.

Furthermore. I oadcasting has an impor--

tant role in reflecting Candian identity. Too
often we helplessly wimes. the media propa-

gating North American mast, culture with its

potent assimflative force. The influence of

North American mass culture was one of the

motivating forces behind the Federal Gov-

ernment's multicultural policy.

The work which stands before us as mem-
bers of SUSK is both exciting and impor-

tant. It is so not only to the development of

the community but also to our personal

development. Through active participation

in interesting areas, we come closer to under-

standing who we are and what is the purpose

for our existence. This is a process which
does not occur in "normal" post-secondary

school studies, but in many ways this "in-

ternal education" is more important than

the "external education" of school, in the

end it will be the former that decides how
useful the latter will be.

Thus we have a symbiotic relationslu'p

with SUSK since the basis of SUSK's
strength is the participation of individuals.

Both club executives and the National Exec-

utive can come up with myriads of interest-

ing projects but they will merely become in-

tellectual flotsam without your, the indiv-

idual student's, involvement. You are SUSK.
Not the national executive nor the club

executive, but you, the student in university,

technical college, teachers' college, agricul-

tural college, etc. working together with

these executives,

Though there are certain issues set before

the national executive and we in turn have

set out certain ways to tackle these issues, it

has not been possible to consider all the as-

pects of these issues. This is.where you, the

individual member of SUSK, are important.

Everyone has an idea of what to do concern-

ing a certain issue. For this reason the na-

tional executive has set up various policy

committees. If you have any ideas concern-

ing any specific topic or project dealing with

the Ukrainian community here in Canada or

in Ukraine send them in so that they can be

used. Every idea and comment is important

if you believe it is important. All issues and

projects of any organization such as SUSK
are relevant to the national executive if they

are relevant to individual people within

SUSK.
It is as important that as many people as

possible take part in the decision-making

process and also in the implementation of

policies. Once more it will be local initiative

and personal commitment that will give us

strength. We can do a great deal together and
we will do a great deal together.

Once Canadian identity was recognized as

multicultural, one would expect that a

broadcasting system that is to reflect Can-

ada's identity would start multicultural

broadcasting. However, the proscription

against the use of languages other than Eng-

lish and French has been maintained by
claiming that the silence of section 3 with

respect to broadcasting in other languages is

a mandate to keep the status quo.

The curious claim that the multicultural

character of Canada can be reflected by Eng-

lish and French broadcasting shows a basic

ignorance about the relationship between
culture and language. Without a strong lan-

guage orientation Canada's multicultural

policy will buy us, for many millions of

dollars, nothing more than a short term il-

lumination of a variety of cultural groups. It

must be understood that without its own
language, a culture evolves into a caricature.

A different language cannot assist in the

development of another culture because

each language is the result of a unique set of

socio-cultural conditions- and thus cannot be
readily used to transmit the full meaning and
weight of another culture.

If we are serious about our multicultural

society, then we must as far as possible ad-

vance the position of each of our minority

Canadian languages. Clearly if language is the

key to culture then a multicultural identity

cannot be reflected in a bilingual

broadcasting service.

However, to change the existing situation,

be it in the CBC or the Ukraine, requires

personal commitment and initiative. Only by
working together will we be able to creati

those things we believe are necessary and
thus benefit society. We have a job to do.

YuriDashko

The CBC's decision to remove Gaelic from
the CBI program MacTalla an Eilean is

significant to the accelerating Cape Breton

Gaelic revival mainly because it appears to

reflect Federal Government indecision about

the importance of language to its multi-

culturalism policy. Many ethnic groups, in-

cluding the Cape Breton Gaels, have long since

concluded that preservation of language is

essential to preservation of true culture. But

the Federal policy makers still have the

question under study and the CBC appears to

have already made its collective mind up.

"Multiculturalism yes, multilingualism no."
said CBC vice-president Lister Sinclair in

Halifax last week. In the bluntest terms, he
noted that the CBC just can't afford multi-

lingual programming. Which makes sense in

terms of network programming, but not in

terms of local programs originating from the

many strategically located CBC outlets such
as CBI. However, with Gaelic being
recognized by local private radio, the removal
of the language from MacTalla an Eilean
doesn't pose any threat to the future of the

Gaelic revival, . and despite the editorial

comment in Saturday's Cape Breton Post, the

local Gaels have no interest in going national.

So the immediate problem is the effect that the

CBC's negative attitude to muUilingualism
might have on the Ottawa planners, a group
that can be expected to react more strongly to

cold financial arguments than to a pro-multi-
lingualism case founded on soulful cultural

considerations. (In that regard they might

exii.viine Devco President Tom Kent's
statement on the relevance of Gaelic to the
economic redevelopment of Cape Breton.) Mr.
Kent's statement is the most productive and
hard-nosed to come out of the MacTalla an
Eilean controversy and will hopefully do much
to counter the CBC input to the multi-
lingualism debate.
Anyone who's been confused at some of the

other comment heard over the past week
would do well to read the Gaelic Society of

Cape Breton's publication Caidreabh 72, which
is in effect, a manifesto for the Gaelic revival

movement in Cape Breton.
In regard to the special status of Gaelic in ,

Cape Breton for instance, to the "Gaelicness"
of the people, Professor John A. MacDonald,
principal lecturer in Celtic at Jordanhill
College in Glasgow said: "In British Columbia
I met many Gaelic speakers all of whom had

"Ukerainean.eh ?' Hassled by Vuyko outsi

Gaelic

On Aug. 16, The Globe carried a front-

page story, CBC Ban on Gaelic Program
Angers Cape Breton Scots. Let me assure
you that Cape Breton Scots were not the
only ones angered by the CBC move.

The CBC policy prohibiting the use of lan-

guages other than English and French in
^•nartcasting (with the exception of Indian
and £skimo languages in the Northland?)
Is to he deeply deplored. It reflects the

" >m, the medieval xenophobic intol-

I

L.an^ of? tzars, who would .pro-

|

t--' fh» Canadian from undue Americaniza-

tion, balkanization, a
identity with a genen
nadiana as The Wive
beth R, and the Fors

The CBC Languag.
Sinclair is using to

than English and F
stations is not to be t

That policy is a CBC
tion '3 of the Broadi
only conflicts with th
policy as mentioned
violates the policy of
Act (which protects
from discrimination).
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hosts: Culture without Language
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learned Gaelic, their mother tongue, in their
native Scotland, but among those I met only
one young person, born and bred in Van-
couver, who spoke Gaelic. There was a vague
and general interest in things Scottish but as a
selection of the wider community our Gaelic
speakers in British Columbia did not even
attempt to establish any kind of ethnic iden-
tity.

"I was aware that things were different in

Cape Breton and I had from time to time read
about the early settlers and had heard and
read some of their songs and stories. At the
same time it was difficult to imagine that
there did exist in this day and age, so far from
the homeland, a community supremely confi-
dent in their language and traditions. I was
amazed, to say the least of it, to meet such
fluency in Gaelic and I was equally intrigued
to find our native, dialects so beautifully
preserved."

As for the attitude of the Gaelic movement to
other cultures, especially the French, here's
what Caidreabh 72 had to say on the subject of
identity: "What is identity but an acceptance
of one's origins? French Canada has aban-
doned an identity created for it by non-French
Canadians and the new freedom has given
Canada its first genuine cultural movement.
They did it on racial terms, but- for the most
part avoided the evils of racism because they
avoided making value judgments about other
cultures. Ukrainians, Germans, Italians, and
even Gaels want to strengthen their cultural
identities. Everyone has a different approach
but they have a reasonably good chance of
success providing they avoid destructive value
judgments."
And of Ottawa's new multiculturalism

policy, the Gaelic Society had this to say:
"Without a strong language orientation
Canada's multicultural policy will buy us, for
many millions of dollars, nothing more than a
short term illumination of a variety of cultural
groups. It will be of great entertainment value
to everybody and it couid even lead to creative
exchanges between the various groups.
"But the light will wane' steadily as

.Canada's third languages decline and even-
tually will be extinguished as the last of our
real tradition bearers passes away — the
kilted figures will continue to dance to the
bagpipes, but when the languageis gone it will

be the dancing and music of ghosts."

"Ceud Mile Failte, eh?
That's Gaelic; isn't it?"

"Why yes. Mr. Sinclair,

Gaelic it is. We have quite a
few Gaelic speakers here in

Cape Breton. We've been
providing them with a
program locally called
Island Echoes which is bi-

lingual, English and
Gaelic".

"Gad, Gaelic on the CBC
You jest. Haven't you read
the CBC Manual, my good
man? Don't you know that

only native tongues are
permitted on the CBC.
Goodness me." "Well,
Gaelic is considered a
native tongue here. Mr.
Sinclair. We have
•housands of natives who
speak it".

"That's not what I mean
by a native tongue. Wait till

I get out my trusty manual
so I can tell you exactly

what is meant by a native

tongue as it applies to the

i^BC". "I really don't see

why you should be so ex-
cited, Mr. Sinclair. There's
not really all that much
Gaelic There's singing,
violin selecitons and pipe
tunes. It's quite harmless,
actually".

"My dear man. We have
sections in the manual to

cover all those items, violin

music, singing, Gaelic or

ciherwise, and piping also.

Now let me see. It seems
Gaelic singing, and musical
selections, violin or pipes or
even accordion or
what have you would be
quite acceptable- on the
network, but never the
spoken word. Now we must
decide what steps are to be
taken in this matter. First,

any Gaelic interviews are
out. completely".
"What if the interviews

were sung, would that
qualify under whatever
section governs these
matters?"

"I fail to see the humor in

that remark I also fail to

understand how you were
unaware of the CBC rulings
on these matters. What do
you do with your manuals?
Use them for doorstops?
Now, let me see. I suppose
we could deplete the Gaelic
spoken word from this

program over a certain
length of time Perhaps six

months to a year. How
would that be? Sort of a
phasing-out process?"

"Well, one thing we do
have in Cape Breton is

tremendous expertise on
the subject of phasing-out
processes whether it be
phasing out a coal mine, a
Coastguard College or
"ocational School classes. I

might warn you. however.

we also have experts on
reaction to phasing-out
programs who can become
quite vociferous if they
choose to do so."

"Be that as it may. We
will begin by depleting all

Gaelic words beginning
with the letter "a" this

week and all the Gaelic
words beginning with the

letter "b" next week, and
so on until the spoken word
has been phased out
completely".

"Won't that be somewhat
hard on the MC, not to

mention the effect it may
have on the listeners"?

"Well, it will simply
mean closer attention to the
preparation of a script,

that's all. I'm sure it can be
. accomplished quite easily.

In fact, I feel that settles

things here nicely. I really

have very important
matters to which I must
attend. We're planning
great things in regional
programming which will

allow all of Canada to hear
each region of this great

country as it really is,

except for the spoken word,
of course. Can you imagine
Canadians in Vancouver
hearing the Gaelic
language on the CBC? Or
Canadians in Sydney
hearing Ukranian

originating, say from
Edmonton? Hardly. We
must have a truly national
network all across this

great country. We have
chosen to be a mosaic
rather than a melting pot.

Don't you love that line? I

use it all the time. And as a

great, truly Canadian
network, we must be very
discriminating in what we
air".

"Well, if the network is

going to start telling us
what lo wear "

"I said "air', not 'wear'.

Although that kilt and tarn

o'shanter are hardly

suitable for office apparel."

"Well, we knew of your

Gaelic heritage and we
hoped to impress you by
wearing these".

"My good man, my
heritage has nothing to do
with it. It's the CBC we are

discussing. Your heritage

has nothing to do with it-

either. We have no in-

tentions of doing anything
to erode ethnic cultures.

But it is hardly our job to

save them. We must con-
fine ourselves to our native

tongues. Take it from me,
friend, it's the easiest way
out".

(The Highlander,

22 Aug. 1973)

/ outside C T V Planning tacticts

ilkanization, and other threats to our
' with a generous serving of such Ca-
i as The Wives of VIII, Eliza-

and the Forsyte Saga.

-BC Language Policy, which Lister
' is using to force languages other
nglish and French off CBC-owned
is not to he tolerated by Canadians,

ilicy is a CBC interpretation of Sec-
of the Broadcasting Act which not
oflicts with the federal multicultural
is mentioned in your article, but also
the policy of the Official Languages
hich protects non-offin.il languages
scrimination). and conflict with the

CRTC policy which interprets Section 3, the

very same section, in a different way.

Either the CBC language policy must be
changed, or the multicultural policy, the Of-

ficial Languages Act, and the CRTC policy

must be changed—one or the other. Per-

haps bureaucrats of Mr. Sinclair's Ilk in

th>-. CBC would be wise to visit Cape Breton
Island to reflect upon their avowed goal of

"providing for a continuing expression of

Canadian identity" through the CBC. Since

the removal of ethnic-language programs
on CBC in St. Boniface, it would certainly

not be advisable for Mr. Sinclair to venture

as far as Manitoba, for there he will be

"inundated" by ethnic battle-hymns and
manifestos by wild-eyed cossacks.

Andrii Semotiuk
President Ukrainian Canadian University
Students' Union
Toronto

(Globe and Mail 22 Aug. 14/J)
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STUDENTPACES

What can we learn about
the Anglo -Left?

A left-wing commentary

on the article. "The Unmaking of the

Minister 'of Culture."

by W. Asper

Rao Murphy (Last Post. Sept. 1 473) is one

til' those r;irc occurrences someone in Can-

ada's "left-wing establishment" who has ac-

tually acknowledged multiculturalism. In

fact, you would be hard pressed to think of

another leftist who has written anything on

the subject in the past decade.

True, as a member of the "establishment"

Last Post editorial board, it behooves Mur-

phy to toe traditional policy and style in his

writing. Thus we get limits in his article lie

normally stops at criticizing the "right" with

no attempt to improve on positions in the

"left", in a style usually marked by cynicism

rather than analysis,

Readers should not be surprised. Last

Post is the kind of magazine which (along

with the government's CBC ads) places ad-

vertisements for revolutionary marxist litera-

ture on the page exactly opposite from a

blurb for the far from revolutionary Soviet,

"Progress Books".

Despite this ideological potpourri. Mur-

phy offers us a number of comments and

impressions which, on the one hand, might

be said to characterize the thinking of the

Canadian left; while on the other, the views

of Anglo-Canadians on multiculturalism.

What then, can non-Anglo, left-wing propon-

ents of multiculturalism learn about the

views of this, the Anglo-Left "estab-

lishment"?

Lesson 1

The first impression one has is that Mur-

phy's chauvinism is a little more moderate, if

not qualitatively different, from that which
we normally have come to expect from
Anglo-Canadians. A realist, he neither denies

the multiplicity, nor magnitude, of ethno-

cultural communities. And unlike those re-

actionary apostles of Anglo hegemony, his

premise seems to be that power could well

be stretched to include other minorities. But

his sympathies are fuzzy and lack consis-

tency. His most progressive comments are

taken uncredited from the Ukrainian Cana-

dian Committee's Brief to "Heritage On-

tario," and he mocks the "ethnic" nature of

government-supported programmes without

really attempting to provide alternatives in

the political interests of ethno-cultural

groups. Murphy's opinions, like those of the

Last Post, are those of the moderately re-

formist Anglo-Left.

One can learn a major lesson about the

Anglo-Left if one cares to examine Murphy's

opinions more closely. Firstly, his opinions

are not those of the culturally quasi-

American. Originating among those of Brit-

ish cultural descent, this cultural pattern re-

sulted when this charter group stupped at-

tempting to create culture, in English, in-

dependently of the United States. Rather

than drawing on the strengths of the British-

Canadian cultural heritage, this category was
sucked into the American cultural orbit.

Their cultural product in Canada is a stan-

dardized and weak form of "Americana." 1

do not think that Murphy's writing belongs

to this category. He belongs to that section

of Anglo-Canadians who understand the im-

perialism of American culture in Canada. He
tries, if not to negate then to neutralize it

by concentrating on tilings Canadian.

Lesson 2

The second and overriding fact one meets

is the almost total obliviousness in the "left

establishment" to recent theoretical ad-

vances made in debates on multiculturalism.

This ongoing analysis has reconfirmed, and

extended, many principles consistent with

progressive social analysis. These include

:

1 1 ) analyzing disparate power relationships

among clluio-cultural groups using class-

conflict analogies; (2) looking at assimila

lion and its relationship to control of the

work place; (3) resting the future existence

of ethho-cultura! pluralism on the concept

of group democracy; and, (4) showing con-

crete ways in which social change may be

made relevant and realistic to vast sections

of the Canadian peoples. None of this anal-

ysis seems to have penetrated to the "estab-

lishment" Left.

Nor. it seems, is the Left aware of the

dynamic oppositional process now underway

within minority groups as a result of the

emasculated version of multiculturalism the

federal government has introduced. The

struggle for groups rights, as with the native

population, lias revealed to a large number

of people the contradictions between theory

and practice in the government's policy. Al-

though feigning citizen participation, the

Federal and Provincial governments do not

allow community controlled representative

bodies any significant role in decisions on

public spending which fundamentally affect

their community lives. Murphy criticizes

government practise but in doing so throws

the baby out with the bath-water-for the

multicultural theory under which the gov-

ernment is operating is based on notions of

democratization and equal distribution of

resources, in the field of social policy. At-

taining such a policy concession from the

government (albeit theoretical) is a major

accomplishment, and should be supported.

But there is a difference between Mur-

phy's Anglo-Canadianism and that of the

Irish, Welsh and Scottish-Canadian commun-
ities. Unlike people in this category. Mur-

phy's type of Anglo-Canadianism has no col-

lective sense and no sense of community
culture. It is largely individualistic and only

occasionally dabbles in collective existence.

As the dominant charter members of Cana-

dian society, Anglo-Canadians had no need

to develop culture collectively. After all,

Canada's institutions were theirs, and they

were THE social models. The sense of "com-
munity" which ethno-cultural groups know;
the relative insignificance of competitive in-

dividualism and class conflict within these

communities; the sense of historical and lin-

guistic differentiation from the general so-

ciety-these are the attributes which Anglo-

Canadians are unaware of.

The anglo-Canadian society is structured

and differentiated within itself. In many
ways segments of that society are not polit-

ically self-conscious, and are often them-

selves not aware of how they function in

their own group-interest -calling their as-

sumptions "normal" while they discriminate

against the Canadian minorities. Proponents
of multiculturalism should be aware how
deeply ingrained Anglo-Canadian biases are.

Even after experiences with French-Canada,

the reformist Anglo-Left has still not iden-

tified its own groups' ideology and must be

confronted with its own ethnocentrism.

Increasingly the collective political con-
sciousness (what Murphy calls "national-
ism") of many communities is being harness-
ed to progressive social movements in Can-
ada because of the resistance of the Federal
and Provincial governments to the imple-
mentation of multiculturalism in areas such
as education, social welfare, and mass com-
munications. This is clearly obvious in Que-
bec. The Ukrainian-Canadian community,
too, is a case in point. Over the past several

years, large segments of the community have
begun to reexamine their relationship to the
status quo, and to seek an understanding of
why nationality and racial discrimination
continue to exist.

Haidasz, on the other hand, perhaps has
recognized this potential "danger", and in
response initiated his ridiculous plan to give
the "ethnic" press (i.e. press published in the
other Canadian languages) 1/4 million dol-
lars in useless advertising. Since the Ethnic
Press Federation later passed a resolution
defending Haidasz's action (!), we can as-

sume that Haidasz's buy-a-friend politics

succeeded.

The "left establishment", although crit-

icizing, has defaulted in trying to win

the support of ethno-cultural commun-

ities. True, some comments and policies of the

Left have condemned the exploitation of

immigrants as a class. But this kind of anal-

ysis has not been articulated in defense, not

of immigrants, but of long established Cana-

dian ethno-cultural communities. These cul-

tural-linguistic groups, as with French-

Canadians and the native peoples, have been

ignored, misunderstood and exploited as a

class. The Left must educate and convince

Canada's minorities of their concern for

them as community entities and must sup-

port multiculturalism as the advance of their

political achievement. Socialism and multi-

culturalism are mutually supporting anal-

yses. The Left is defeating itself by not

understanding and championing this issue.

Lesson 3

Murphy's article in Last Post is heavily

dependent on his image of Ukraine and the

role of the Ukrainian-Canadian Community
in its national liberation. In view of Mur-

phy's errors in fact and judgement, his

thesis, which extends the "establishment

Left's" opinions, deserves some comment.

Despite what Murphy has been told by

some obviously very conservative people, the

dynamics of history are increasingly carrying

such groups as Ukrainian-Canadians to sup-

port a socialist analysis with relationship to

their group's country of origin: Ukraine.

This occurs partly because groups such as

Ukrainians are in essence international in

character, having minority communities in

countries around the world. The multiplicity

of ideologies in host countries forces a

synthesis and the development of progressive

politics. Secondly, today Ukraine (along

with other Republics of the USSR) is in

process of building to a revolution of nation-

al liberation. The majority of analyses being

developed in the Ukrainian SSR, and sup-

ported by the Ukrainian-Canadian commun-
ity, are extensions of socialist thought. For

example the relationship of nationalism to

revolutionary change is being understood

both for its implications in the USSR as well

as in Canada. This is internationalism work-

ing in its most dynamic way.

However, in his article, Murphy ignores

this entirely. By reading from a 1940 source,

he implies that the Ukrainian community is

pro-fascist and right-wing. This then is the

third major lesson: how the "Anglo-left es-

tablishment" currently sees the Ukrainian

community and its politics towards Ukraine.

No doubt the "establishment" has been in-

fluenced by that section of our community
which centers around the Association of

United Ukrainian Canadians (AUUC). It is

their anti-revolutionary and pro status-quo

position of Ukraine that Murphy is hum-
ming. Ukrainian-Canadian socialists have

been passive in this respect far too long. The
AUUC has been unchallenged in the pro-

Soviet and Stalinist false images of Ukraine

that it has presented to the Canadian Left.

The result is that the Canadian Left has the

warped conception of Ukrainian politics and

history. The Canadian Left, seemingly, is

unaware of the 1917-1919 socialist revolu-

tionary traditions of the "Tsentralnya

Rada," of the "Trudovi Kongress" and the

"Directoria", and the Ukrainian Democratic

Republic, and equally unaware of how the

communism of the Ukrainian SSR during

1920-30 was destroyed from without and

replaced by an imperialistic Russifying cen-

tralist bureaucracy. (It is not aware how a

popular national liberation movement,
which was developing an increasingly social-

ist programme, fought both Nazis and

Soviets during the war.) And perhaps most

critical, the "left establishment" seems to be

deaf to the writings of socialist dissidents in

Ukraine today. Ignorant of the reality of

history, the Canadian "'eft establishment"

falsely misinterprets what are complex Uk-

rainian politics.

The lesson this time for the Canadian

Left, is that it must begin to appreciate the

historical experiences which make up

Ukrainian-Canadian politics with respect to

Ukraine. The "left establishment" must un-

derstand that Ukrainian socialism has been

moulded in the crucible of practice, and that

its comprehension of the means for a demo-
cratic revolution in Ukraine may not be con-

sistent with establishment views.

There is a gap, then, between Ukrainian-

Canadian socialists and their "establish-

ment" colleagues. The lesson to be learned is

that the Canadian Left has a responsibility

to interact and aid in the development of

Ukrainian-Canadian politics so that its

policies with respect to Ukraine continue to

be progressive. On the other hand Ukrainian-

Canadians also have a responsibility to inter-

act with the Canadian Left, and, as in the

case of multiculturalism and the Ukraine, to

place progressive policies to the fore.
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STUDENT

Emerging opposition currents

[The following article is reprinted
from the spring 1973 issue of Inter-
national, theoretical journal of the
International Marxist Group, British
section of the Fourth International.)

The political atomization of Soviet
society is perhaps the most difficult
of Stalin's legacies to overcome.
However, after decades of life under
a system of terror which froze so-
ciety in a state of immobilism and
inertia, people in the USSR are slow-
ly reacquiring the habits of forming
and expressing independent political

opinions. Ever since Stalin's death
in 1953, a rise in political conscious-
ness has been increasingly apparent.
It has been an uneven process, but
the long-term trend is undeniable.
Moreover, in the last few years the
process has been accelerating. This
growing repoliticization, and the
various opposition groups it has
thrown up, are the signs that the
beginning of the end of the bureau-
cratic ascendancy is now imminent.
The struggle of the new Soviet op-

positions for the political regenera-
tion of their society is taking place
under extremely difficult conditions.
An appreciation of some of these
conditions is central to an under-
standing of the contemporary dis-

sident movement.

Problems of Opposition

First, there are tremendous obsta-

cles standing in the way of the theo-

retical development of that opposi-
tion. Stalinism bequeathed Soviet so-

ciety a profound ideological disarray

by discrediting the ideas of Marxism.
The struggle to discover the real

meaning of revolutionary Marxism
is the major ideological task facing

the Soviet oppositions.

In this struggle for Marxist theory,

the Soviet oppositions are without

access to information about world
revolutionary developments. This

means' that the Marxist dissident gets

very little support and encourage-

ment from developments outside the

Soviet Union and cannot profit from

the discussions and experiences of

the international revolutionary left.

The May 1968 events in France,

for example, whose importance in

the rise of revolutionary vanguards
in Europe needs no emphasizing, are

totally unknown to the Soviet dis-

sident. All he can know about May
1968 is what he read in his press

and what he heard from the Voice

of America. The Soviet press pre-

sented the events as the sabotage,
by a section of students led by "were-

wolves" like Cohn-Bendit backed up
by Katanga mercenaries, of the

peaceful efforts of the French Com-
munist party to win better wages
for workers. Needless to say, the

Voice of American Imperialism did

not present a much truer picture of

events.

Secondly, the Soviet dissident is

denied knowledge of his own history.

The period of the twenties is a closed

book. Documents of that period are

all kept under lock and key in

closed library sections. It is danger-

ous for a Soviet citizen even to study

carefully books of that period which
the authorities themselves have pub-
lished. One Soviet student was recent-

ly expelled from Moscow University

for an intensive reading of a Bukha-
rin text on sale at Soviet bookshops.
Ivan Dzyuba, a Ukrainian dissident,

had his entire Lenin library confis-

cated for taking an "unhealthy" in-

terest In Lenin's writings on the na-

tional question.

in the USSR By Ted Harding

Thirdly, in the purges Stalin elim-
inated an entire generation of Bol-
sheviks. An official Yugoslav esti-

mate is that between 1936 and 1938,
3 million people, were executed, 6
million were nt tp camps (few to
return), another 8 million were ar-
rested. This of course does not in-
clude the hundreds of thousands who
were victims of earlier repression,
or the thousands of Trotskyists shot
in the Vorkuta camps. With the
physical annihilation of an entire
generation of Bolsheviks, the revolu-

-

tionary Marxist tradition in the So-
viet Union received a monumental de-
feat. When sections of Soviet youth
began once again to become to some
degree politicized, they tried to search
out former camp inmates and remain-
ing old Bolsheviks— but these were
few and far between. Whenever the
youth did come in contact with an
old Bolshevik who could answer their

questions, and offer a key to the un-
derstanding of contemporary society,

their political development was re-

markably rapid. The old Bolshevik
Kosterin, when released from concen-
tration camp, politicized a circle of
people whose names read like a Who's
Who of the Soviet opposition — Grigo-
renko, Yakir, and Yakhimovich, to

name only a few. •

Finally, the Soviet bureaucracy
maintains a massive apparatus of po-
lice repression. The existence of this

secret police apparatus is of course
a sign of the chronic instability of

the regime: It is evident that social
control in the Soviet Union can only
be maintained by direct and constant
invigilation, The police system pene-

trates society, isolates the individual,
and fragments his socio-political exis-

tence. Under such conditions, discus-
sion and political debate is anextreme-
ly dangerous enterprise. The bureau-
cracy unleashes one wave of repres-

sion after another in a desperate ef-

fort to suppress even the most partial

repoliticization. Over the last year, the

Soviet leadership has opened up its

latest sweeping campaign against dis-

sidents. Hundreds of oppositionists

have been arrested — over 150 in the

Ukraine alone.

So if the Soviet oppositions often

appear naive, confused, and feeble,

Marxists in the West, before leaping
to criticize them, should make a se-

rious effort to understand the diffi-

cult condition? in which they develop.

Opposition Currents

For Trotskyists, there are four key
questions concerning opposition in the

Soviet Union. 1) To what extent does
it exist within the working class? 2) To
what extent do the various dissident

groupings understand that the central

political contradiction of Soviet society

is that between the working class and
the bureaucracy? 3) To what degree

have they broken with all conceptions

of the reformability of the bureaucra-

cy? 4) Do the demands they raise

have an antibureaucratic revolution-

ary dynamic?
These questions cannot at present

be answered adequately. It is almost

impossible to ascertain the relative

weight and importance of the various

oppositional currents in the Soviet

Union because of the very scanty in-

formation that reaches the West and

the necessarily clandestine nature of

much of their activity. There is no

need to dwell on the problems of mak-
ing a proper analysis, but clearly these

are formidable.

There are three broad trends of anti-

bureaucratic opposition in the Soviet

Union. The most visible from outside

the country is constituted by the dissi-

dent intellectuals. These have focussed
primarily on the issue of civil rights,
fighting for the intelligentsia's most
cherished right of free expression and
communication. But the denial of such
basic democratic rights in the Soviet
Union is an absolutely indispensable
aspect of bureaucratic rule. The bu-
reaucracy cannot grant such rights as
freedom of speech, press, and assem-
bly without fundamentally undermin-
ing the very basis of its power. The
struggle of the intellectuals for demo-
cratic rights is therefore situated within
the dynamic of permanent revolution.
In order to secure democratic rights,

the intelligentsia has ultimately to pose
the question of the abolition of the
bureaucracy as such.

The second major current of anti-

bureaucratic opposition in the Soviet
Union is the struggle of the national
minorities. In a society where 46.6
percent of the total population is non-
Russian, the issue of national oppres-
sion is critically important. The strug-
gle to end national oppression in the
Soviet Union is intensifying sharply,
as the recent riots in Lithuania indi-

cate. In the non-Russian republics a
powerful indigenous proletariat has
been created by the development of
industry. It is they who are destined
to be the leaders of the national mi-
norities in all their future struggles.

Finally, there is opposition within
the working class, which is at present
focussed on questions of poor living

conditions, price increases, etc. Un-
fortunately, we know least about this

most important of all oppositions. In

fact, as one Soviet dissident, Andrei
Amalrik, has written: "No one, not
even the bureaucratic elite, knows
exactly what attitudes prevail among
wider sections' of the population." The
upper strata of society, he continues,
have "a surrealistic image of the work-
ing masses." {Will the Soviet Union

.
Survive Until 1984?, London, 1970,
p. 30.)

There are, of course, other forms

of opposition to the existing regime—
some of them extremely reactionary.

Among the most important of these

are the Jewish movement to leave the

Soviet Union for Israel; the various

religious groups such as the Baptists;

and the various Russian nationalist

and Slavophile groups. It would be
wrong to leave the impression that

these currents are insignificant: quite

the contrary.

Russian nationalism/ Slavophilism,

for example, is becoming a major in-

fluence among the upper strata of So-

viet society. This current is reaction-

ary through and through. It is racist

and chauvinist. It attacks the regime

for "betraying traditional Russian

values," and attacks Marxism as a

"foreign transplant." It rejects the Oc-

tober Revolution as "un-Russian," and
eulogizes the "mystical qualities of the

Great Russian soul." The credo of this

current is best expressed by a recent

samizdat document called "A Word to

the Nation," signed by "Russian pa-

triots." The "patriots" write: "We nre

facing the threat of biological de-

generation. This danger threatens not

only us but the entire white race. If

we do not take timely measures we
may live to see ourselves playing the

part of pawns or at best passive ob-

servers in the battle between the bkick

and yellow races for world suprem-
acy. Democratic institutions do not

play a healing role, but rather ag-

gravate the disease. . . . more im-

portant to us- than the victory of

democracy over dictatorship is the

moral reorientation of dictatorship, an
ideological revolution of sorts. . . .

Long .live the victory of Christian

civilization over the chaos which has
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arisen against it! Long live n great,
single, and indivisible Russia!" ("A
Word to the Nation," Survey Summer
1971.)

It is well known in the Soviet Union
that Slavophiles have the backing of
many high party and secret police
officials. While a left oppositionist like

Grigorenko is locked up for over three
years in a psychiatric -hospital, no-
torious reactionaries like Osipov pro-
duce and circulate their rubbish in

relative freedom. The officially spon-
sored "Rodina (Motherland) Clubs"
are known to everyone In the Soviet

Union as one of the principal centers
of this form of reaction.

These right-wing elements of op-
position, however, despite their im-
portance, will not be examined in this

article, which will confine itself to those
with an antibureaucratic revolution-
ary dvnamic.

Working-Class Opposition

The struggle of the Soviet working
class against the bureaucracy has
centred primarily on questions of

social and economic inequality, low
wages, poor living conditions, price

increases, and the severe factory re-

gime. This struggle is bound up with
the state of the Soviet economy, which
must therefore be described briefly.

The Soviet economy today suffers

from a deep malaise. Figures for 1 971
show that the growth of real income
per capita has been the slowest for

nearly a decade. The 1972 statistics

for the yearly plan-fulfillment of the

current five-year plan show that there

has been no significant increase in

consumer goods. The plan for hous-
ing in 1972 was once again underful-

filled by 10 percent. In the same
period, national income per head
grew about 3 percent per annum; but
if one takes into account recent price

increases, then the growth in national

income per head is negligible. At the

same time as the economy stagnates,

the educational level, industrial ex-

perience, and expectations of the So-
viet working class have increased. The
promise of a consumer society, which
the bureaucracy held out to the work-
ing class after Stalin's death, has
failed to materialize, and there is bitter

resentment.

Unable to organize itself into gen-

uine trade unions or other auton-

omous organizations, with no real

possibility for expressing its class in-

terests, the Soviet working class has
remained seemingly passive. Of
course, any organized form of opposi-

tion with generalized demands is dif-

ficult in the context of a factory regime

which keeps detailed files on every

worker, where every worker must
carry a "labour book" which registers

his work record, and where an exten-

sive system of informers on the shop
floor keeps the secret police informed

of opinions expressed. Under these

conditions, much working-class op-

position is an opposition of despair,

expressed through individual acts.

This takes the form of industrial sabo-

tage, extremely shoddy production,

high rates of absenteeism about which
the press complains almost daily,

rampant alcoholism, and what Soviet

bureaucrats call "acts of organized

hooliganism."

But the Soviet working-class oppo-

sition has not been limited to this type

of activity. There have been literally

hundreds of occasions in the last de-

cade when the working class has

broken out into more open protest,

often in the form of violent sponta-

neous outbursts. It is interesting to

note the speed with which these out-

bursts develop, and how quickly they

spread if the bureaucracy fails to con-

tain them by cordoning off the city

In which they occur. In 1962, for ex-

ample, when Khrushchev announced

Conl. on back page.
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price increases in meat and dairy

products, the action was greeted in

many factories in the Soviet Union

with sit-down strikes, work stoppages,

and street demonstrations. In Novo-

cherkask the working class marched
to the Party headquarters to protest

against the increases. This march
sparked off a riot, and within a day
the riots had spread to other cities

in the region, such as Donetsk (the

mining centre) and Zhdanov. Special

KGB [secret police] divisions had to

be flown in to suppress the distur-

bances. A similar situation occurred

last summer, when large-scale riots

were reported in Dnieprodzerzhinsk

and Dniepropetrovsk, sparked off by

a strike in protest against low living

standards.

An interesting form of working-class

protest took place in Krasnodar, in

the Kuban, several years ago. Here

the working class, exasperated by the

shortage of consumer goods, staged

a three-day stay-at-home strike. But

perhaps the best organized of strikes

to have taker place recently was the

Kiev hydroelectric plant strike in the

Ukraine. Here the workers actually

organized mass meetings which were

addressed by their own elected repre-

sentatives, where bureaucrats who
tried to address the workers were

physically evicted from the platform.

The strike was about housing short-

ages. But during demonstrations

which the workers organized, banners

were raised calling for "All power to

the Soviets."

Recently several leaflets circulating

chiefly in Leningrad raised the slogan

"For a general strike." This example,

like the others mentioned, is an indi-

cation that it will not be very long

before the proletariat reenters the po-

litical arena.

In the context of the economic crisis

as felt by the working class, it is im-

portant to emphasize the crucial role

played by women in the protest ac-

tions. There is almost total employ-

ment of women in the. Soviet Union,

but on the average they receive 50

percent of the male wage. Further-

more, they still carry the burden of

housekeeping, cooking, and queuing,

and are therefore more acutely aware
of the shortages than men. In Novo-
cherkask in 1 962 it was working-class

women who, having calculated the

cost of the price increases in terms of

the family's weekly income, initiated

the demonstrations.

A final observation about the pat-

tern of working-class opposition re-

lates to the tendency for unrest to

occur most frequently in the peripheral

areas of the Soviet Union — that is to

say, in areas at quite a distance from
the central Moscow-Leningrad region.

This does not mean that strikes have
not taken place in the central regions
— indeed they have, at the Moscow
Moskvitch plant, for example. But
large-scale activity, and mass actions

involving all sectors of the working
class, nevertheless occur more fre-

quently in the peripheral areas.

There is a good explanation of this.

The bureaucracy finds it most difficult

to penetrate the peripheral areas,

especially the non-Russian republics,

and therefore a greater measure of

spontaneous action is possible in these

regions. Also, the central regions are

highly favoured in terms of the flow

of consumer goods and employment
possibilities. Material shortages and
unemployment are much more severe

in the "provinces." This pattern has
serious implications for the process
of political revolution, for it means
that those areas which are of the least

strategic importance have the greatest

opportunity for action.

To be continued

in ' next issue.
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